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Published simultaneously fljom Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Shillong, Silchar and Itanag:

Mock exercise on earthquake scenario organized

%ROM A REPORTER
H

ILLONG, March 10: Tak-
ing the initiative to test the pre-
paredness of Shillong to face a
large-scale disaster caused by
an earthquake, to check the ef-
fectiveness of the Incident Re-
sponse System (IRS), prepare
and organise the general citi-
zens of the state on how to re-
act and respond if any earth-
quake hits the state and a Mega
Mock Exercise on Earthquake
scenario was organized today
in different parts of the city by
the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA), New
Delhi in collaboration with the
State Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA) and Dis-
trict Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA), East Khasi
Hills.

The disaster sites selected
for the Mock Exercise includ-
ed Nongrimmaw Bhagyakul as
residential area under Laitum-
khrah, MUDA Shopping Com-
plex, Police Bazaar, Petrol
Pump, Demseiniong, NEEPCO
office and Shillong Public
School.

For the purpose of the
Mock Exercise, the State and
District Emergency Operation
Centre (EOC) was fully acti-

_vated for management and co-

ordination with various stake
holders for the flow of infor-
mation with respect to activi-
ties associated with rescues and
relief operations.

The Mock Drill saw the
active participation in the exer-
cises including the search and
rescue operations, first aid etc.,

the participants included per-
sonnel form the State Police,
‘Home Guard and Civil Defense,
Fire and Emergency Services,
all line departments, various
NGOs and community volun-
teers.

Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) Guwahati and State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) demonstrated the dif-
ferent exercises and took the
participants through a step by
step procedure.

The mock drill was carried
out as per the Incident Re-
sponse System (IRS), a mech-
anism which response through
a well conceived team which
consists of the Incident Com-
mander and the teams from the
Operation, Planning and Logis-
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tic sections under the control
and command of the Responsi-
ble Officer (RO) who is the
Deputy Commissioner of the
District.

Observations were made
with regard to the response time,
communication flow, coordina-
tion and skills of these emer-
gency support functionaries so
as to identify the gaps and mis-
takes for rectification such
loopholes in the future.

Meanwhile, JK Sinha,
Member National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMaA),
New Delhi while addressing the
media after the drill said, “The
drill was a mega success, as the
citizens actively participated in the
drill; out of 10, I would rate the
entire drill as 9 in the state, there
are some shortage of equipments

A mega mock exercise on

earthquake being organized l

by National Disaster

Management Authority
(NDMA) in association with
' Assam State Disaster .,
Management Authority and
Distr 'gt SAQ sociation at TC

Sehaol in Guwahati
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whichtan be covered,”

Sinha added that since Meg-
halaya and others part of North-
eastern States fall under Zone V
category and caution that arevisit
of the Shillong Earthquake of
1897 of magnitude 8.7 on ritcher
scale, in the present day context is
likely to present a very damaging
scenario because of polarization
of population in the capital cities
and the change in building typol-

-ogy, traditional houses and build-

ings have been replaced by un-
engineered concrete structures.
“We have-to be really pre-
pared if such circumstance hits
Shillong again,” he asserted
adding “With population in-
creasing every day, we have to
be equipped with better road
connectivity, hospitals and

many more.” //
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GUWAHATI, March 10 -
The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA),
! in association with the Assam

State Disaster Management
Authorities (ASDMAs) of the
four NE states of Assam,
* Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya and Sikkim, today con-
" ducted the first phase of the
multi- -stage mega earthquake
mock drill to asses the disas-
ter management prepared-
. ness of these states..

In the state, the mock drill

-was conducted in the city and

at Jorhat. On March 13, the
second phase of the mock drill
will be conducted in Cachar
district of the state, Mizoram,
Tripura, Mampur and Naga-
land, said sources in the AS-
DMA.

In the city, the mock drill
was conducted at five places —
Bijulee Bhawan, Paltan Bazar
: Reliance Trendz, Lachit Na-
gar; TC Girls’ Higher Second-
ary School; Guwahati Medi-
cal College Hospital and Sub-

‘ham Apartment, Kharghuli . -

For the purpose a simula-

tion of the 1897 earthquake of
magnitude 8.7 was created.
This ‘was a level-3 disaster,
which demanded the inter-
vention of the state along with
assistance from the Central

_government, sources said.

The Chief Secretary of the

‘State himself needed to come

to the control room in such a
situation and the responsible

“officers of the departments
concerned also were to rush

to the control room in the
event of such a disaster. Be-
cause, such a disaster calls for
interdepartmental coordina-
tion, sources said.

Latasil Filed was taken as
the staging area for the pur-
pose of coordinating the re-
sponse to the affected sites.

The mock drill exposed
some deficiencies in the pre-
paredness of the State in mit-
igating such disasters, sourc-
essaid.

‘The deficiencies exposed
during the drill include-lack
of a dedicated communication
system, lack of an updated re-
source inventory, the people
manning the State Disaster
Response Force need to un-
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A mock disaster rescue drill being carried out on the premtses of the Guwahatt Medzcal College

and Hospital, on Monday

dergo more training.
Besides, other depart-
ments like Health, Transport,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Power etc. are
yet torealize theirrespective

roles. They need to prepare
themselves to face the situa-
tion. They are to be sensitized
on their respective roles,
sources said.

The exercise also under—

UB Photos

scored the need to not1fy the l
Incident Response Teams of
the State, naming the individ-
ual officers and specifying

their individuakroles, sourc-
es said. / st ‘
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Members of the NDRF and the Disaster Management squa dﬁ National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and Disaster Management members taking part in a

mock mega earthquake rescue drill in a shopping mall in Guwahati on Monday. — UB Photos

conducting a mock drill on the premises of the Jorhat DC
Office, on Monday. — UB Photos f
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” Mega mock drill tests readiness

SAURAV BORA

Guwahati, March 10: Stu-

Kharguli. :
At GMCH, 26 medical per-
sonnel, with the help of NDRF

Earthquake Missing students

dents of T.C. Girls’ HS School and SDRF personnel, trans-

had a close shave with a  measuring 8.7 on Richter are found and evacuated ported 150 “patients” to a
“rocky piece” of history today scale rocks Guwahati from the old building. Two makeshift hospital.

Not many of them had heard Civil defence oo cionapd slon 8 In Jorhat, a post-quake sce-
of the 1897 Shillong earth- = personnel sound alert and il storied building evacuated. nario (“civilian services
quake till the “tremors” were  start rescue act at T.C. S Injured shifted to GMCH breaking down, -electricity
felt around 11.30am. Girls’ HS School in Ambari Two more stu- turned off, mobile towers and

“I came to know of the

a part of the government hos-
Shillong earthquake only

dents rescued

NDRF sets up

pital damaged”) was created to

today, But I shudder to think temporary workstation, & A toxic gas carry out the drill. Jorhat
what would happen if an  9eploysdogsquadto i chamber in the laboratory deputy commissioner Solanki
earthquake of thismagnitude ~ 1race seven missing An NDRF officialinaction.  520ied {0 prevent leakage Vishal Vasant and NDMA di-
(8.7 on the Richter scale) were ~ Students during a mock drill in Operation rector (disaster mitigation)
to really strike,” said a Class Three Guwahati on Monday. over and 11 injured  B.S. Agarwalla assessed the
VIII student of the schooldur- = ambulances arrive Picture by UB Photos students rescued exercise by summoning the

ing the course of a mock drill
conducted by the National Dis-
aster Management Authority
(NDMA).

She was among hundreds
who watched an NDRF (Na-
tional Disaster Rescue Force)
team meticulously go about
the drill.

“It ‘'was like a real-life
scenario and we believe the
exercise will educate our
students about what to do
when disaster' strikes,” the
school’s principal Himani
Devi Bordoloi told The Tele-
graph.

Conducted in association
with the state disaster man-
agement authorities of the re-
gion, the two-phase drill is the
biggest ever exercise conduct-
ed in the country: In the first
phase today, it was conducted
in Guwahati, Jorhat, Itanagar,
Ziro, Shillong, Tura and Gang-
tok and Mangan. - :

At the casualty loading
point, set up in the school here
this morning, civil defence
volunteers were seen adminis-
tering first aid. i

“As the first respondents, it
is our job to inform other
agencies when a quake
strikes. In the drill today, we
deployed 13 volunteers. Our
job (today) was to rescue those
victims who were easily acces-

. sible,” said Tarun Chandra

Baishya, assistant deputy con-
troller (senior), civil defence,
Assam. *
Minutes later, a 30-odd
strong NDRF team arrived
and took over.
“We resorted to rope res-

cue method to evacuate stu-
dents and had to tear open a
shutter with an electric arcto
free those stranded in an
Assam type structure,” said
Marut Pandey, deputy com-
mandant of 1st battalion of
NDRE 4

Similar drills were con-
ducted at a shopping mall in
the Ulubari area, at the
Gauhati - Medical College
and Hospital, Bijulee Bhawan
in Paltan Bazar and at a
residential apartment in

stakeholders.

NDMA observers submit-
ted their report at the debrief-
ing session in the afternoon.
“It was observed that there
was a need for a fail-safe com-
munication system, capacity
building of SDRF personnel
and update of resource inven-
tory for faster decision mak-
ing,” an official of the Assam

‘State Disaster Management

Authority said.
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY
BARNALI HANDIQUE IN
GUWAHATI AND SMITA
BHATTACHARYYA IN JORHAT

A
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drills in

Guwahati to raise

quake awareness

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Guwahati: In order to cre-
ate awareness among the
common people about the
steps to be taken during an
earthquake, the National Di-
saster Management
Authority (NDMA) in asso-
ciation with the State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ities of all the eight
northeast states conducteda
multi-stage mega mock drill
for a hypothetical earth-
quake of 8.7magnitude. The
workshop was organized at
different sites in Guwahati
and Jorhat on Monday.

The mock exercise,
which will coverall theeight
NE states and16 cities, will
be conducted in two phases.

Hospital, residential
apartment, school, - office
building and shopping mall
have been selected asthesite
for the exercise. In Guwaha-
ti the mock drill was con-
ducted at Bijulee
Bhavan, TC Girls’ High
School, GMCH, Subham
Apartments, Uzanbazar, Re-
liance Trends Mall and in
Jorhat the sites were Jorhat
DC Office, Jorhat Govern-
ment boys High School, Jor-
hat Medical College ‘and
Hospital, Vishal Mega mart
and Madhukunj Apart-

UB Photos

National Disaster Management
Authority members take part
in a mock drill in Guwahati

on Monday

The mock drill kick :
started with a siren indicat- :
ing a major earthquake. Re-
sponding agencies of the :
state as well as NDRF con-  :
ductedsearchandrescueop- :
erations in the sites and :
evacuated the occupants. :

Those evacuated were |
taken to hospitals. Capacity
building of statedisasterre- |
sponse (SDRF) personnel,

better coordination among |

the stake holders, fail-safe
communication, better co-
ordination among the vari-
ous state government de-
partments and chalking out
of appropriate policy deci-
sions are regarded as the
needof thehour. ‘
“With more such mock
drills we will be better pre-
pared to deal with earth-
quakes,” said M Sashadhar
Reddy, vice chairman of |
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