Calamity plan

EThe National Disaster:
Management Authority
(NDMA) will conduct the
country’s biggest mock drill
in the Northeast to
ascertain the preparedness
of theregion if therewasa

repeat of the 1897 Shillong

earthqualke that measured .
8.7 on the Richter scale.
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First phase of exercise from today

¢

Drill to test

calamity plan

ASTAFF REPORTER

Guwahati, March 9: The
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
will conduct the country’s
biggest mock drill in the
Northeast to ascertain the
preparedness of the region
if there was a repeat of the
1897 Shillong earthquake
that measured 8.7 on the
Richter scale.

The exercise to be carrled
out in association with the dis-
aster management authorities
of the northeastern states in
two phases from tomorrow
will cover 16 cities and towns,

“This is by far the biggest
exercise to be conducted in the
country. The drill aims to cre-
ate mass awareness and re-
view the adequacy and effica-
cy of the disaster manage-
ment plans of the region,”
NDMA vice-chairman M.
Shashidhar Reddy told re-
porters here today.

In the first phase tomor-
row, the mock drill will be con-
ducted in Assam (Guwahati
and Jorhat), Arunachal
Pradesh (Itanagar and Ziro),
Meghalaya (Shillong and
Tura) and Sikkim (Gangtok
and Mangan).

“The exercise will also
check whether there are any
gaps in resources, manpower,
equipment, communication
and systems. It seeks to acti-
vate the state response
through state and district
emergency operation centres
following the principles of the
incident response system,”
Reddy said.

In the second phase on
‘March 13, the exercise would

_ | be carried out in Silchar
E—— | (Assam), Aizaw] and Serchhip

S KY HISTORY

magnitude greaterand
7.5 in Northeast India and immediate wclmty

Date Epicentre Magnitude

June 12,1897 | Shillong plateau 8.7

Dec. 12,1908 | Myanmar . 3

May 23,1912 | Myanmar 8

July 8, 1918 Srimangal, Assam 7.6

Jan.27,1931 | Myanmar 7.6

Sept. 12,1946 | Myanmar T

July 29, 1947 . | Arunachal Pradesh T

Aug. 15,1950 | Assam 8.5

Nov. 18, 1951 | Assam 8

Aug. 17,1952 | Assam 75
(Mizoram), Imphal and to hospitals to test the re-
Thoubal (Manipur) and Agar- ~sponse capabilities of hospi-
tala and Ambassa (Tripura). tals. Observers from the

“The Northeast is one of
the six most seismically active
regions in the world and a first
order assessment in the event
of a 1897-like quake puts the
death toll at 8,43,000, of which
six lakh would be in Assam
alone,” Reddy said. “The idea
of such an exercise is not to
create panic among people.
But since there is no early
warning mechanism for an
earthquake unlike floods and
cyclones, preparedness is the
best option,” he added.

Five sites — a hospital, res-
idential apartment, school, of-
fice building and shopping
mall — have been identified
for the exercise. Responding
agencies of the state as well as
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force will conduct
search operations at the sites
and evacuate the occupants,
some of whom would be taken

NDMA will examine the re-
sponse and submit their re-
ports after the drill.

“In Guwahati, the drill will
be conducted at Gauhati Med-
ical College and Hospital, TC
Girls’ HS School, Bijulee
Bhawan (Paltan Bazar), a
shopping mall in Ulubari and
a residential apartment in
Uzan Bazar. The staging area
would be Latasil playground,”
said Ajay Tewari, chief execu-
tive officer of the Assam State
Disaster Management Author-
ity In Jorhat, Tewari said the
exercise would be carried out
at the deputy commissioner’s
office, Jorhat Medical College
and Hospital, Jorhat Govern-
ment Boys’ HS School, a shop-
ping mall and an apartment.

The drill will be replicated
in other cities and districts of

the northeastern states dur
ing May and August.
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Mock quake drillin
NE tomorrow

SHILLONG, March 8 -
Meghalaya, Assam and other
States in the seismically-active
Northeastern region are all
geared up for the replication of
1897’s 8.7 magnitude Shillong
earthquake next week, the big-
gest mock drill in South East
Asia, aimed at assessing multi-
State disaster preparedness, an
official said here today.

The drill will identify gaps
while responding to such a ca-
lamity, National Disaster Man-
agement Authority official
Tripti Parule said. :

The simulation will be done
simultaneously in all State capi-
tals across the NE and also the

State’s next big town except for"

Assam where the mock drill
would be conducted in three cit-
ies in two phases, she said.

The scientifically developed
earthquake scenario will bring
out the anticipated impact on
lives and property and alert the
government agencies on the
challenges to be met, she said.

On Monday, Shillong, Guwa-
hati, Itanagar and Gangtok be-
sides one district headquarters
each of Meghalaya, Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim
would face the earthquake-like
scenario at 11.30 am.

The mock exercise for the
rest of the State capitals and
five other district headquarters
will be held on March 13.

Over eight lakh casualties and
more than 55 lakh people would
be injured in the entire region
in case a tremble like the 1897’s

jolt occurs in the near future, ~

Parulesaid. - PTL /.

‘
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/Mock drill for quake preparedness

Guwahati: A mega earthquake mock exercise
will be conducted at various places in the city
and at Jorhat as a part of a series of such drills
acrossthe regionby National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) from Monday. The
mock exercise, which will cover eight states
and 16 cities at 80 locations, will be conducted in
two parts.

The five locations that have been selected in

the city are Gauhati Medical College Hospital,
TC Girls’ Higher Secondary School, Bijulee :
Bhawan, Reliance Trends and Subham Apart- :
ments. “We have selected five spots that repre-
sent hospitals, schools, offices and residential :
areas. The drill will be a great help in counter- :
ing such disasters,” Ajay Tewari, CEO of the
Assam State Disaster Management Authority; :

told reporters on Sunday. mn ‘//7
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